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To the President of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker 

Cc to Vice-President Frans Timmermans 

Cc to Commissioners Oettinger, Moscovici, Jourova 
 

 

Brussels, 11 June 2018 

 

POLAND: SWIFT ACTION CAN STILL HALT THE DISMANTLING OF 

JUDICIARY 

 

The attack on independent courts and on the rule of law in Poland is one of the most important crises 

the European Union faces today. No member state of the EU has ever gone as far in subjugating its 

courts to executive control as the current Polish government. The Polish case is a test whether it is 

possible to create a Soviet-style justice system, where the control of courts, prosecutors and judges 

lies with the executive and a single party, in an EU member state. 

In the face of criticism by European institutions the Polish government has pursued a consistent 

strategy: to stall, to obfuscate and to avoid any meaningful concession. Poland’s parliamentary 

majority has repeatedly expressed its strong determination to destroy any possibility for independent 

courts to control its actions. The hope entertained in some EU capitals that current talks between the 

Commission and the Polish government might lead to a compromise preserving meaningful 

independence of courts is strongly contradicted by the experience of the past three years. 

Things are about to get worse. On 3 April 2018 a new law on the Polish Supreme Court entered into 

force. The Council of Europe’s Venice Commission warned already at the end of 2017 that the 

changes bore “a striking resemblance with the institutions which existed in the Soviet Union and its 

satellites.” The law foresees the dismissal and new appointments of dozens of judges, so that a large 

majority of judges would be new. This will take place already in 3 July, unless something is done 

before. 

As outlined in a report by the European Stability Initiative and Stefan Batory Foundation, concrete swift 

actions by the European Commission, member states and the European Court of Justice can still pre-

empt the worst.  

https://www.esiweb.org/index.php?lang=en&id=156&document_ID=190


To this end, former President of Poland Lech Wałęsa, 120 civil society organizations, 97 artists and 

intellectuals, 17.000 Polish citizens as well as the European People’s Party call on the European 

Commission: 

To launch an infringement procedure against the Law on the Supreme Court immediately before the 

Court of Justice, with the aim to stop the mass dismissal of judges which is set to take place in early 

July and which would be almost impossible to reverse later.  

The European Civic Forum fully supports this call and urges the College of Commissioners to launch 

this procedure on the next meeting of 12 June in Strasbourg.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Jean-Marc ROIRANT 

President 

 

http://wyborcza.pl/7,75968,23483780,statement-by-lech-walesa-concerning-the-supreme-court-there.html
https://europonieodpuszczaj.pl/sign-the-appeal/
https://europonieodpuszczaj.pl/artists-and-scientists-appeal/
https://europonieodpuszczaj.pl/artists-and-scientists-appeal/
http://www.epp.eu/press-releases/epp-political-assembly-discusses-rule-of-law-in-poland-and-elects-new-epp-vice-president/

